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1 percent enroliment
decline affects budget

By DaNA SUHAS
Sesf wrlter

The administration now has the task of
using the latest enrollment figeres, which
show the smallest decline since 1992 w0
convince the Legislature to maintain the
uaiversity's funding, President Robert
Witt said Thursday.

“Mow the thing that it's imponant
stress is that al the last legitlative session
&1 this point and time, we were also down
several million dollars,” he said, “So our
job over the coming menths s o work 1o
gel that money, one way or the other, put
back into our budger.”

The university has 593 fewer total
semester credit hours this semester than

Budget

canttin e from page |

that a student has declared,” she sad,
“Sometimes students are a litde show
in making iheir changes of majors,
Scanetimes there are deliys in pro-
cessing, Those kinds of things mean
these Figures may nol accurately
reflect where our students are con-
centrated at this very moment.”

In the Feb, 17 and I8 issues of
The Shonhom the enrollment slonies
sheould have read The winder sesston
ferm was atiached to the spring
semesier for regisiration purposes
aid the student credit hours generat-
ed by winler session are added 10
thase for the spring semester. Stu-
dents who registered for winler ses-
sion asel the spring seimester wre not
double counted. For the head count
purposes, siudents registered for both
winser seasion and the spring semes-
ter count only once. Studenis from
olher universaties who cameé 1o UTA
Tor winter session wily, do inciease
oiir head count for spring, The aver-
all number of such students, howey.
er, is 45 students. Withoul winter ses-
sion, the university's head-count
enmollment would have been down
1.26 peroent, of 17,835 as opposed o
the acteal 17880,

Enroliment figees Tor each of the
usversiiy's colleges and schools
released by admindsicators Thursday
show increaies of sp fo 165 students,
and decreases of up bo 354 atudents

“One of the siriking positives is
the dramatic increase in enzollment

President Witt to negotiate with
Legislature to maintain funding

last spring. As a result, Dr, Wil suid the
Legislature kas designated 53,1 million
less in furds for the university for the
nexl fwog Years.

He said, however, that the Legislature
has not yet completed this year's session
and Mt administrators are hopeful thi it
will designate more funds to the wniversis
1y during the next month or 56,

Witt sald that Jast year administralors
were able to récover a loss greater than
this year's, and they're confident they™ Nl

fesr Teaches Education,” Dunn said,
“I think that’s not surprising given
the dermand in the marketplace today
for teachers, given the continual
improvement in lerms of the already
vutsanding quality of our unit here,
Yo know weve just made e tran-
sition to the Schoal of Education.
We have a relatively new dean.
We've acquired many new and
exciting programs in education of
late. All of these are part of the
mmentum 1 think that's related o
this increase in enrollment in this
particular arca.”

Teanne Gerlach, dean of the
Scheol of Teacher Eduention, said
the school keeps communication
lires with stodents open, and that has
affected the enrollment increase of
10/ students.

“We'ne really rying w0 tike o look
at whit student nesds are,” she said.
“We olfer classes on the evenings,
and we offer them on the weekends,”

Afer the registration period is
over, she continues relations with stu-
dents,

“I have a Studeni Advisery Coun-
cil ansd | meet with them o a month-
Iy bagis,” she said, “They tell me
what it 1% they like and what they
don’t like. So ["'m able to listen to
them and kind of get a seaswe of who
they are and what they're about. [
carry thal message ta the faculty, and
we gee how we can really help
them."

The Cellege of Business Adminds-
iration earclied 124 more students
thiz year than last. Dr. Lawrence
Schkade, COBA dean sald most of
the inerease was in the Informaton

b able 1o da that again,

He ndded that he was pleased with the
gaing in some of the colleges.

"We were very pleased to see enrell-
ment growth in several of our academic
units and anficipate in the fall that nearly
all of the academic units will be showing
enrollment growih,” he suid,

The total number of semester eredit
kours, which includes undergraduate,
graduate and doctoral hours, is a facter
used o deiermine the level of funding the

Systems Department.

“The growth in Information Sys-
tems is bulging,” he said. “That
depaniment wemt up 27 percent over
the last two years. We ane all, the fac-
ulty is all, teaching overfoads al no
exirn compensation, | might point
ol [ told that other wniversities
are having the same éxperience, that
it's because of all the good jobs in
information systema and computer-
related positions.””

With the Business Building’s ren-
ovilion and new program offerings,
Schkade said he expects (he growth
o continue and perhaps at an even
Taster rate,

The College of Engincering expe-
rienced a gain of 163 students. Lyan
Peterson, associate dean of Enginees-
ing said the college has taken an
sctive role in trying fo schedule class-
eq when students necd themy, includ-
ing mentloring the registration
process and adding sections of class-
es when they became full.

The School of Architectiure
showed a gain of 41 siudents, and ihe
Gradunte School also showed an
inerease, with 90 more stedents than
lase yeur,

Five schools and colleges saw a
declirne in head counl enrollment.
The College of Libaral Ans (133),
the School of Nursing (17), the Col-
lege of Science (354), the School of
Social Work (561 and the School of
Urban and Fublic AfTairs (23) all
expenienced declines. The School of
Mursing, however, showed an
increase of 449 semedler oredit howrs
despite having feser stadens,

Dr. Dunn said program changes

university receives frem the Legislature,

Dana Dunn, vice provost for acadeimic
offairs and associate vice president for
undergraduate academic and student
alTairs, said that although head coumt
earallment, or the tolal number of siu-
dems enrolled decrensed by | pereent
from Spring 1998, the wotal number of
semester credit hours dropped by enly
D032 pereent. She added that the number
of semester coedit hours for each college
is & more accurate figure in lerms of
assessing enrollinent than the total hesd
coent,

"The head count encollment broken
down by colleges depends on the major
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mikghl have affected tose decrepses,

“Before | become oo alanmed o
o forth, ['d want to wlk w the deans
and e chadirs of the programs that
have szen these declines and pet their
interpretation,” Dunn said. “Some-
fimes we make conscious decisions
10 upgrade programs, move pro-
prwms, change the woy we classify
miajors, ete. And all these things need
1o Be investigated and understood
belore we come 10 any gramd inter-
pretations about what this means, il a
it 15 “hemarrhaging' in lerms of is
students, [s not really fair oo make
those sweeping conclusions a this
stage,”

Dr. Edward Moo, assistant
dean of science {or studeal aflfairs,
said a policy change may help
explain why the College of Sciene
experienced a decline of 354 stu-
dents,

Beginning in the (all, the college's
sdministrators began sending ketiers
1o siedents whose grade averages
dropped below a 20 These students
were teld that they would have 1o
coninel the universiny’s Advising
Coenter and gel re-nasessed. [noeffect,
Mlorton said, those sladents, whao
numbered 114 in the fall, and 139
this semester, are siill earolled o the
universily, just nod in the College of
Science.

Moron snid thal kelps explain
why the college expenerced o head
eount enrollment decline, bul said the
policy is necessary for the benefit of
thee studenis.

“We felt that it was in the besi
intesest of the students 1o do su,” he
sk,



