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Administratons have spanl an avernge of
lwao dn}ﬁ n week in Austin this semester,
examining a variely of ways 1o meke up a
shortfall in Ffunds caused by a continued
sevensyear decline inensollment here

Last week, university Presideat Robert
Wit spid administrators were continuing dis-
cussions with the Legislature.

“The talks are going as smoothly as we
coutd expect,” he suid, “At this time, it's just
too early to el

Dan Williwms, sen
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Budget

continued from pape |

wniversities with decreased enrollment 1o have a Mar,
rather than smaller, budget

Williams said adminiswrators wall have more information
in mid-April after the state comptroller’s office repons
howr much lunding is in the treasury.

Tom Marshall, spokesperson for Sen. Chnis Harris, R-
Arlinglon, said at this time it looks as though the total
amount of gencral revenue available for higher education
institutions i not hikely 1o increase significantly. But he
added that another avenue for the smversity to make up
Tost funds s through 3 change that may take place m the
way state funds are formulated

Marshall satd legislators are discussing ziving higher edu-
cation institulions additional funding siudents who are
carly-zgeneration colleze students or are from low-income
families.

Legislators ane also discussing changing how some univer-
sities, ineluding UTA, will receive funds for facilities
improvements and equipment, Williams saad,

Currently, the university receives money from the Perma-
nent University Fund for building repair and renovation
and to purchase equipment. such as for computer labs.

But the PUF has yiclded less pevenue in the last 10 years
partly becuuse the oil and gas industry, which the fund
depends on, has experienced profit declines, Williams
said.

Some other universities” lacilities funds come from the
Hizher Education Assistance Fund, which does not
depend on the oil and gas industry. Williams said funds
available to those universitics exceeds those available
from PUF due to how PUF funds are managed and distrib-
uled,

“The botsom line is that UTA gets less money by panici-
pating in the Permanent University Fund than i 1 were
participating in the Higher Education Assistance Fund ™
Williams said the university would receive approximately
$4.2 million more each year through the HEAF and that
legislators are considering moving some public higher,
education institutions o HEAF.

Admimsirators have also answered legislatons” guestions
about a proposed athletics fee Senate bill that would
charge students here op to $7.75 per semester credit hour
beginning in the fall.

D, Wit sald legislators support the bill.

“I am conlident that the imtercollegiate athletics fee will
pass.” he suid

Williams said an additional revenne souwrce may be spe-
cial funding for projects.

He said the university may gain up to $5.3 million for
special projects, including S100,000 in slditional funds
for the Center for Mexican American Stadics, $250,000
for the Automation and Robotics Research lnstilute,
S750.000 for the Encrgy Systems Research Cenler and
£493,000 for an educational leadership program that will
train students how o be effective public school adminis-
trators in areas that have high minonty populations. The
funds requested are cach year for a two-year period,
Williams sald.

He added thar it"s wo carly to tell how much ui‘t‘h‘c
requesied funds will be ﬂr.\.nlrd

“At this point, we don't know where they stand bcc.:lus{
we are asked at this point in the legislative session to prog
vide information to the Legislature, mainly to the Hou
Appmprl..l.lmm Committee and the Senate Finance Co‘m-
mittes,” he said. “Our main reason to be there is just lu
answer questions.” .

Meetings focus on covering funding shortfall
resulting from 7-year enrollment decline

administrators continwed
answering legislators” questions about the
niversity budgel, funding for special pro-
Jects and a proposed athletics fee. 1998
A university's general revenue is deter-
mined by a state formula that depends on finance and adm
crrallment. Universities submit request decu-  enrellmens decline, the univ
ments prios 1@ the beginning of sach legisla-
and offizials are required o

hearings to answer questions,
inrollment here declined | percent o
17,880 this semester from 1TE063 in spring

o vice president for
said deapite the
sity may make
up the fost funding — about $3.1 n
if the tetal amount of funds available In ks

ive budget talks continue

lie higher education nanen 5 thcrensed

UIE they (legislators) inerease the poel ol
Tunds by 15 1o 20 percent, we would ger 15
1o 20 percent, roughly, more than we would
have gotlen ctherwise,” he said,
that an tnstitution that has growin
menl is going to sec a col
ment in their funds vs, an instiwion |
got dechning encolliment.”

He added that an increase in the 1ol
amoand of furds avarlable for higher educa-
tion institmtions waould allow colleges and

{_.

BUDGET couttinties an g 3



